USA – geography
· Location, population, neighbours
The USA is situated in southern part of North America and it is only a little smaller than Europe. It is the fourth largest country in the world. 

The population is more than 340 million people.
It lies between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans
Neighbours of the USA are Canada to the north and Mexico to the south.
· Political system, Head of state

The USA consists of fifty states joined in a federal republic.

On 4th July 1776 the Declaration of Independence was signed 
and new nation – the USA – was established.  

The head of state is the president.     
· Mountains, peaks

The highest mountains are situated in the western part of the country. 
The Rocky Mountains with the highest peak Mt. Whitney (4,421 m high).

The Alaska Range with the highest peak Denali (6,190 m high).

· Rivers

The river Missouri and the river Mississippi are the biggest and the longest rivers in the USA. 
Next rivers are the river Colorado (Grand Canyon), and the river Niagara (Niagara Falls).
· Great Lakes
5 lakes (Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario)

The Great Lakes are situated on the US-Canada border. 
They make up the biggest reservoir of fresh water in the world. 

Area around the Great Lakes is rich in raw materials like coal, copper, 
iron and oil - this is the most industrial part of the USA. 
Lake Superior is the second largest lake in the world. 
There are famous Niagara Falls between lakes Erie and Ontario. 
USA – interesting places
· Yellowstone National Park
It was the first natural reservation in the world (1872) with many animals (grizzly bears, bisons and elks (losi).Old Faithful Geyser erupts every 91 minutes.

· Grand Canyon
It is situated on the river Colorado, it is more than 400 km long, 29 km wide and about 2000 meters deep.

· Niagara Falls
Three waterfalls on the river Niagara are situated on the US-Canada border.
They lie between lakes Erie and Ontario. 

They are one of the most famous tourist attractions.
· Route 66
A historic highway in the United States extending from Chicago to Los Angeles was bulit from  1926 to 1985. It was 3 755 km long.
· Rushmore National Memorial
18 meters tall sculptures of the heads of four United States presidents
· Kennedy Space Center
Located on Cape Canaveral on the Atlantic Ocean, Florida.

Used from 1981–2011 for all Space Shuttle launches.
Seat of NASA (The National Aeronautics and Space Administration).
· Weather of the USA
The climate of the USA is different in different parts of the country. 

The western and southern parts of US have warmer weather than the eastern and northern parts.
The arctic climate in the north (Alaska).

The subtropical climate in the south (Florida). 

The most pleasant climate is in California, Florida and on the Hawaiian Islands.
· Holiday resorts

Favourite holiday countries are:
California (Santa Monica, Malibu Beach)

Florida (Miami)

The Hawaiian Islands
