National Holidays
THE CZECH REPUBLIC
In the Czech Republic, we have three different kinds of celebrations:

· religious holidays (Christmas and Easter)
· national holidays (New Year´s Day, May day, Liberation Day)
· family celebrations (birthday, name day, wedding, baptism) 
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. Time of 4 weeks before Christmas is called Advent. In Advent:
· women decorate their houses and bake sweets. 
· shops are full of people – we buy presents for our relatives and friends. 
· every Sunday we lit candle on the Advent wreath /ri:th/. 
On Christmas Eve (24th December) we have Christmas dinner in the evening, and we open presents under the decorated Christmas tree. The traditional meal is fish soup, fried carp and potato salad. 
The 25th December is Christmas day and 26th December is St. Stephen’s day. 

Easter is celebrated in spring – in March or April, the date is different every year (it is first Sunday after the spring full moon). Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Symbols of Easter are decorated eggs, lambs, rabbits, representing the new life. On Easter Monday boys with willow sticks decorated with ribbons and go to beat girls.  

Czech national holidays are for example New Year’s Day, Workers Day, Liberation Day, St. Wenceslas day, Czechoslovak Independence Day and the Day of Struggle for Freedom and Democracy.

The 1st of January is New Year’s Day, but people celebrate the New Year at night before, at New Year’s Eve (called Silvestr). They celebrate the coming of the New Year by drinking and fireworks. At midnight they have New Year´s toast with a glass of champagne and make New Year´s resolutions.   
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28th October is Czechoslovak Independence Day. On this day in 1918 the independent Czechoslovak republic was founded. The first president of the country became T. G. Masaryk. [image: image2.png]



GREAT BRITAIN

National holidays in Great Britain are called the Bank Holidays, because banks are closed these days. 
Christmas and Easter are also considered bank holidays. People in Great Britain and in the USA open presents on 25th December in the morning. Their typical Christmas meal is roast turkey.
26th December is called Boxing day.
Every February people in Britain celebrate Saint Valentine's Day by giving flowers, candy and cards to those they love. 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Important American holidays are except Christmas, Easter and New Year´s Day are Independence Day, Thanksgiving and Halloween. 
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Independence Day is celebrated on 4th July and it is the greatest American holiday. On this day, Americans celebrate their country’s birthday. On 4th July 1776 the Declaration of Independence was signed and new nation was officially born. George Washington, who led the American army in the War of Independence, was elected the first American president. [image: image4.png]



Thanksgiving is the oldest of all American holidays and is celebrated every year on the last Thursday of November. It is very important festival for families, who usually come together. Typical meal is turkey and autumn vegetables. 
Halloween is one of world's oldest holidays and it is celebrated on the evening of October 31st, which is the evening before the Christian feast of All Saints´ Day. Halloween is a time of celebrations, masks, costumes and superstitions and it is very popular with children. 

