Means of transport

In the whole world transport plays an important role. 
There are four types of means of transport:

· road transport

· rail transport

· air transport

· water transport

All means of transport can be used for transportation of people or 

transportation of goods. Then there are different special means of transport used in emergency or in agriculture.

Road transport

Private means of transport: cars and motorcycles
Public means of transport: buses, trolleybuses, coaches, taxi 
Transportation of goods: pick-ups, vans, lorries, trucks, transporters
Special vehicles used in emergency: police car, ambulance, fire engine
Special vehicles used in agriculture and engineering: tractor, harvester, bulldozer

Advantages: 

Travelling by car is comfortable and fast.
We can go anywhere and we can also stop where we want. 
We can also go any time we want, we aren´t dependent 
on the time-table.
Disadvantages:
Number of cars is bigger and bigger, which is connected with the danger of traffic jams, accidents and the pollution of air. 
Road transport produces greenhouse gases, which cause global warming. 
Sometimes it is difficult to find a place for parking. And the price of petrol is very high. 
Rail transport

Rail vehicles are trains, trams, and the underground.
Advantages: 

Rail transport is relatively cheap and fast and it is also the safest 
form of transport.
It has high capacity and it is possible to carry huge cargos.
The trains provide protection to goods from sun, rain, wind, etc.
Disadvantages:

You are dependent on the timetable and trains are often delayed. 

The railway needs a large investment of capital.
Railway transport is uneconomical for short distances.
Air transport

Advantages: 

Travelling by plane is the fastest and most comfortable way of travelling.
We mostly travel by plane for long distances – to foreign countries and overseas. 
Disadvantages:
Travelling by plane is very expensive. Some people are afraid of flying. 
There are many security screenings because there is the danger 
of terrorist attack. 

The air transportation system is strictly dependent on the timetable. 
Water transport
Means of ship transport are for examples ships, boats, ferries.

Advantages: 

The main advantage of ship transport is relatively small cost.  
Another advantage of ship transport is that it is possible 
to transfer huge loads.
Disadvantages:

The main disadvantage of this kind of transport is that it is very slow 

and dependent on waterways.

Public means of transport

The most frequent public means of transport are buses, trolleybuses, trains, trams.
Advantages:

Travelling by public means of transport is cheap and fast, you can book your tickets online, you can relax during the journey or you can meet new people.

Disadvantages:

Buses and trains are often crowded and they can be delayed. And travelling is also uncomfortable and time consuming. 

The fastest means of urban transportation is underground. 

The first underground in the world was open in London in the year 1863. 
London underground is called the Tube, it has 11 lines and 270 stations.
In American English underground is called the Subway. The subway 
in New York is the largest transit system in the world with 472 stations in operation.
Prague underground was completed in the year 1974, it has 3 lines (A,B,C/green, yellow and red). The fourth line is under construction.
Special means of transport is taxi. You can use it everywhere in the city, 
You can call taxi whenever you want, but mostly it is very expensive.

Taxi cars in London are usually black and there are more than 
20,000 taxis in the streets of London. 
The black taxi TX4 has become one of symbols of London. 
Taxi cars in USA are called cabs. They usually have yellow colour.

Over 13,000 yellow cabs service across Manhattan.  

Professional driver
A professional driver should: 
· know the transport system of the city very well;                 
· observe the traffic rules and traffic signs;
· observe speed limits and red traffic lights;
· have technical knowledge of the vehicle that he/she drives;
· never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs;
· know how to deal with clients in many situations;
· be aware of the dangers involved in the transport of passengers;
· be calm, patient, tolerant, reliable (zodpovědný) and responsible (spolehlivý).
