FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS AND EVERYDAY LIFE
ENGLISH MATURITA  |  Speaking guide  |  B1–B2
Your speaking goal
Speak naturally about your family, important people, relationships, everyday responsibilities, school and free time. Explain your opinions and give personal examples. You do not need to describe every family member in detail.
Suggested structure for a 7-minute answer
1. My family — who I live with and my relatives
2. An important person — appearance, personality and example
3. Relationships — support, similarities and differences
4. Home life — daily routines and household chores
5. My school day — travel, lessons and free time
6. Hobbies — activities and family traditions
7. Problems — disagreements and solutions
8. My opinion — generations and future family life
Remember: answer + reason + example. Give more detail about one or two people rather than listing facts about everyone.
1  My Family in Brief
Introduce your household and explain who belongs to your immediate and extended family. You can also mention where your relatives live and how often you see them.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	immediate family
	your closest family, usually parents and children

	extended family
	grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins

	siblings
	brothers and sisters

	an only child
	a person with no brothers or sisters

	single-parent family
	a family with one parent raising the children


Questions to develop your answer
Who do you live with?
Do you have any brothers or sisters?
How often do you see your relatives?
Example: I come from a small family. I live with my parents and my younger sister, and we visit our grandparents twice a month.
2  One Important Family Member
Choose one person and combine basic facts with appearance, personality and your relationship. Support an adjective with a real example.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	appearance
	what a person looks like

	medium height
	neither tall nor short

	wavy hair
	hair with gentle curves

	reliable
	someone you can trust

	stubborn
	unwilling to change an opinion


Questions to develop your answer
What does this person look like?
What is this person like?
Can you give an example of their personality?
Example: My brother is tall and wears glasses. He is cheerful and reliable because he always helps me when I have a problem.
3  Relationships in the Family
Explain how you get along with relatives, who supports you and what makes your relationships special. Include similarities and differences.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	get on well with
	have a good relationship with somebody

	look up to
	admire or respect somebody

	take after
	be similar to a family member

	rely on
	trust somebody to help you

	have a lot in common
	share similar interests or qualities


Questions to develop your answer
Who are you closest to and why?
Who do you ask for advice?
Do you take after anyone in your family?
Example: I am close to my father and I look up to him. We both enjoy repairing things, and I can rely on him when I need advice.
4  Everyday Life at Home
Describe typical weekdays, shared activities and household duties. Explain whether the responsibilities in your home are fairly divided.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	household chores
	regular jobs that keep the home organised

	do the laundry
	wash clothes

	take out the rubbish
	put household waste outside

	be responsible for
	have a particular duty

	take turns
	do a job one after another


Questions to develop your answer
What chores do you do at home?
Does your family eat together?
How are your weekends different from weekdays?
Example: I am responsible for vacuuming my room and taking out the rubbish. On weekdays, everyone is busy, but at weekends we try to eat together.
5  My Typical Day and School Life
Describe key moments of your day rather than giving only times. Mention your morning, journey to school, lessons, practical training and afternoon activities.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	commute
	travel regularly between home and school or work

	vocational subject
	a school subject connected with a profession

	practical training
	learning skills through practical tasks

	school canteen
	a place where students eat lunch

	prepare for the next day
	get things ready for tomorrow


Questions to develop your answer
How do you travel to school?
Which subject do you enjoy most and why?
What do you usually do after school?
Example: I attend a secondary vocational school in Holice. I commute by bus and enjoy practical training because I can use what I learn.
6  Free Time, Hobbies and Family Traditions
Choose one hobby and explain when you started, how often you do it and why you enjoy it. Connect your hobbies to family time or a tradition.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	take up a hobby
	start a new free-time activity

	give up a hobby
	stop doing an activity

	keep fit
	stay physically healthy

	from time to time
	Occasionally

	family tradition
	an activity a family repeats on special occasions


Questions to develop your answer
What is your main hobby and why do you enjoy it?
What do you do with your family at weekends?
How do you celebrate birthdays or Christmas?
Example: My main hobby is cycling. I often cycle with friends because it helps me relax. At Christmas, our extended family meets at my grandparents’ house.
7  Problems, Conflicts and Support
Families sometimes disagree about school, chores, privacy or screen time. Explain one ordinary conflict and describe how people can solve it respectfully.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	argue about
	disagree or have a verbal conflict over something

	make up
	become friendly again after an argument

	compromise
	an agreement in which both sides give something up

	privacy
	time or space without being disturbed

	support and encourage
	help someone and give them confidence


Questions to develop your answer
What do teenagers and parents often argue about?
How can family members solve disagreements?
Who helps you when something goes wrong?
Example: We sometimes argue about household chores, but we usually calm down and find a compromise. My family supports me when I have a difficult day.
8  Generations, Modern Families and My Future
Compare the views of young and older people, consider how technology affects family life, and finish with what family means to you.
	Useful vocabulary
	Meaning

	generation gap
	differences between younger and older people

	stay in touch
	continue communicating

	respect
	treat others and their views considerately

	trust
	confidence that someone is honest and dependable

	quality time
	meaningful time spent together


Questions to develop your answer
What can younger and older generations learn from each other?
Do modern families spend enough time together?
What kind of family life would you like in the future?
Example: In my opinion, trust and respect are the most important parts of a good family. Technology helps us stay in touch, but spending time together matters too.
How to talk about family respectfully
Every family is different. You can describe your own family, a relative, or an imaginary example. You do not need to share private problems. Avoid judging different family types; focus on relationships, support, respect and everyday life.
Helpful speaking phrases
I come from a small / large / close family.
I am particularly close to … because …
I look up to … / I take after …
At home, I am responsible for …
During the week, I usually …
My favourite subject is … because …
I enjoy … because it helps me …
Although we sometimes disagree, …
In my opinion, … / On the other hand, …
In the future, I would like to …
Model answer (about 7 minutes)
I come from a fairly small family. There are four people in my immediate family: my parents, my younger sister and me. We live in a family house in a small town. Most of my relatives live in the same region, so we can see them quite often. My grandparents live about twenty kilometres away, and we usually visit them twice a month.
I would like to describe my sister in more detail because we spend a lot of time together. She is fifteen and attends secondary school. She is medium height and has long brown hair. She is friendly and creative, but she can also be quite stubborn. We have similar taste in music and films, so we have a lot to talk about. Of course, we sometimes argue, especially when she borrows my things without asking. We usually calm down quickly and make up.
I also have a close relationship with my father. I take after him because we are both rather quiet and practical. I look up to him because he can repair almost anything and he does not panic when there is a problem. When I need advice about school or work, I often ask him. He does not make decisions for me, but he helps me think about the advantages and disadvantages.
During the week, our daily routines are quite different. My parents leave for work early, and my sister and I have lessons until the afternoon. Everyone helps around the house. I take out the rubbish, vacuum my room and sometimes cook. I think it is fair to share household chores because all members of the family use the home.
On a normal school day, my alarm goes off at half past six. After getting dressed and having breakfast, I commute to school by bus. The journey takes about thirty minutes. I attend a secondary vocational school, where we have both general and vocational subjects. I especially enjoy practical training because I can use what I learn. I usually have lunch in the school canteen and get home in the late afternoon. Then I do my homework, prepare for the next day and relax for a while. We try to have dinner together, although this is not possible every day.
My main hobby is cycling. I started as a child, but I have been cycling regularly for the last two years. At weekends, I often go on a longer ride with a friend. I enjoy it because it keeps me fit and helps me forget about school stress. I also like listening to music and watching films, especially when the weather is bad. In the future, I would like to take up photography because it would fit well with travelling and cycling.
As a family, we sometimes go cycling, visit our grandparents or watch a film together. We also have family traditions. We celebrate birthdays with a homemade cake, and at Christmas the wider family meets at my grandparents' house. These events are important because they keep relatives in contact, even when they are busy during the year.
Like every family, we have disagreements. The most common problems concern chores, school results and the amount of time we spend on our phones. In my opinion, conflicts are normal. What matters is how people solve them. It helps to speak calmly, listen to the other person and try to find a compromise.
Families today may spend less time together because adults work long hours and young people have many activities. On the other hand, technology helps relatives stay in touch when they live far apart. I think families need both shared time and enough privacy for each person.
For me, family means support, trust and a place where I can be myself. My family is not perfect, but I know I can rely on them. In the future, I would like to have a family of my own and keep some of the traditions I grew up with.
Possible examiner questions
Who do you live with?
Do you have any brothers or sisters?
How often do you see your grandparents?
Can you describe someone in your family?
Who are you closest to and why?
Do you take after your mother or your father?
Who do you ask for advice?
What household chores do you do?
Do you think chores are divided fairly?
What do you do with your family at weekends?
What does your typical school day look like?
How do you commute to school?
Which school subject is most useful to you?
What do you do after school?
What is your main hobby?
Have your hobbies changed since childhood?
How does your family celebrate Christmas or birthdays?
What do parents and teenagers sometimes argue about?
How can family members solve conflicts?
What can grandparents teach younger people?
Does technology help family relationships?
What makes a good parent?
Would you like to have a family of your own?
What does family mean to you?
My speaking plan
	Part
	My keywords

	Family in brief
	



	Important person
	



	Relationships
	



	Home and chores
	



	School day
	



	Hobbies and traditions
	



	Conflicts and solutions
	



	Opinion and future
	




Final checklist
☐ I can introduce my immediate and extended family.
☐ I can describe one family member and give an example of their personality.
☐ I can explain relationships using phrases such as get on well with, take after and rely on.
☐ I can describe household chores and my typical school day.
☐ I can develop one hobby and a family tradition.
☐ I can explain one family disagreement and a possible solution.
☐ I can express an opinion about modern families and future plans.
☐ I can support my answers with a reason and an example.
